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Joint Urgent Action Appeal:
Forced Eviction of Dual Russian-Turkmen Citizens 

Case TKM-FE 240703

The International Secretariat of OMCT and the Coordination Office of HIC-HLRN request your URGENT intervention in the following situation in Turkmenistan.

Brief description of the situation

The Kyrgyz Committee for Human Rights, a member of the OMCT network, has informed the International Secretariat of OMCT and HIC-HLRN that, during the month of June 2003, Turkmenistan Ministry of National Security (MNS) officials confiscated approximately 30 apartments of persons holding dual Russian-Turkmen citizenship. .  

According to the information received, an unidentified official from the MNS was observing dual citizenship holders and, when residents were away from their homes for a few days, MNS officials confiscated and occupied their apartments. It is reported that the majority of these evictions took place in the capital Ashgabat and that a small number took place in Chärdjou, northeastern Turkmenistan.
It is reported that MNS officials prevented the victims from entering their homes, confiscated all of their possessions and made no provisions for compensation or alternative housing. It is reported that there has been no investigation into the confiscations, and that officials informed of the confiscations have taken no actions against the MNS officers involved. The names of those affected cannot be given due to fear of reprisals.

Reportedly, when residents attempted to return to their homes, officers presenting their MNS identity card, returned them, and forced them out of the apartments. It is reported that some apartment owners, desperate to regain their homes, protested on the street in front of their building, joined by relatives and some neighbours. Representatives of municipalities, prosecutor’s offices and police departments who reportedly went to the demonstration sites spoke with residents and warned them to stop the demonstration, and find refuge with family, or face “serious measures.”  

Background information

According to the local source, apartment issues are officially handled by Hyakimlik (local administration) and questions such as dispossession are normally a concern for the courts.  However, it is reported that these dispossessions are carried out by the MNS, which has assumed unlimited authority as a security policy put in place following an alleged attempt on President Niyazov’s life on 25 November 2002.

It is reported that, following the alleged assassination attempt, President Niyazov indicated his belief that the opposition forces that threaten his regime were located in a foreign country, and that easy border crossing, therefore, posed a security threat. According to the information received, people with dual citizenship are considered a threat because of the ease with which they can enter and depart the country and their ability to carry information outside of Turkmenistan. Consequently, dual citizenship was reportedly abolished and the confiscation of dual-citizenship holders’ apartments has been an effect of this policy.

According to the information received, at least 100 apartments of opposition leaders and their families have been confiscated from the alleged assassination attempt in November 2002.   

Human rights’, international laws’, and treaties’ violations

House confiscation and forced eviction contradict, inter alia, the affected people’s rights to freedom of movement and to adequate housing, especially including security of tenure, the rights to information, freedom from dispossession, participation, compensation, and security. All are elements of the Right to Adequate Housing, and recognised as such in international law. Hereby, the Turkmenistani authorities, through the Ministry of National Security, violate articles 2, 4, 11 and 15 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), which the Turkmenistani State accessed to on 1 May 1997. The State has breached these human rights treaty obligations, specifically those spelled out in General Comments No. 4 & 7 on the Right to Adequate Housing, as well as articles 1, 5 and 6 of the International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD), which it accessed to on 29 September 1994. 

Action requested 
Please write to the authorities in Turkmenistan urging them to:

i. take all necessary measures to guarantee the physical and psychological integrity of people with dual Russian-Turkmen citizenship;

ii. guarantee an immediate investigation into the circumstances of these events, in order to identify those responsible, bring them before a competent and impartial tribunal and apply the penal and/or administrative sanctions provided by law;

iii. guarantee the right to adequate housing of people with dual Russian-Turkmen citizenship, with particular attention to the requirements of security of tenure, freedom from dispossession and the rights to information and resettlement as recognized in the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination;
iv. discharge the State’s duty to respect, defend, promote and fulfil human rights and the fundamental freedoms throughout the country in accordance international human rights standards.
Addresses:
President Saparmurad Atayevich Niyazov, Office of the President, Zdaniye Pravitel`stra, Ashqabat, Turkmenistan

Fax: +993 12 35 51 12 / 51 17 55


H.E. Rashit Ovezgeldiyevich Meredov, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ministerstvo inostrannykh del Turkmenistan , pr. Magtymguly, 83, 744000 g Ashqabat, Turkmenistan

Fax: +993 12 35 42 41


Procurator General of Turkmenistan, Gurbanbibi Atajanovoy, Prokuratura Turkmenistana

Generalnomu prokuroru, ul. Seidi, 4, g Ashqabat, Turkmenistan

Fax: + 993 12 35 44 82

Please also write to and/or visit the Embassies of Turkmenistan in your respective country.


**************

Geneva - Cairo, 24 July 2003

Kindly inform OMCT and HIC of any action undertaken quoting the code of this appeal in your reply to: omct@omct.org and mmignot@hic-mena.org.
The joint urgent appeals of OMCT and HIC are dedicated to the protection of the right to adequate housing. 

**************

Sample letter

Date

Dear Sir,

We have learned from the World Organisation against Torture (OMCT) and Habitat International Coalition (HIC) that, during the month of June 2003, officials from the Turkmenistan Ministry of National Security (MNS) confiscated approximately 30 apartments of persons holding dual Russian-Turkmen citizenship. We are very concerned by the situation of the people concerned, and the discrimination that their evictions represent.

Also, we urge you to take all necessary measures to guarantee the physical and psychological integrity of people with dual Russian-Turkmen citizenship, as well as an immediate investigation into the circumstances of these events, in order to identify those responsible, bring them before a civil competent and impartial tribunal and apply the penal and/or administrative sanctions provided by law. 

House confiscation and forced eviction contradict, inter alia, the affected people’s rights to freedom of movement and to adequate housing, especially including security of tenure, the rights to information, freedom from dispossession, participation, compensation, and security. All are elements of the Right to Adequate Housing, and recognised as such in international law. Hereby, the Turkmenistani authorities, through the Ministry of National Security, violate articles 2, 4, 11 and 15 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), which the Turkmenistani State accessed to on 1 May 1997. The State has breached these human rights treaty obligations, specifically those spelled out in General Comments No. 4 & 7 on the Right to Adequate Housing, as well as articles 1, 5 and 6 of the International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD), which it accessed to on 29 September 1994. Therefore, we urge you to fulfill  your obligations, and to guarantee respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms throughout the country in accordance with international human rights standards and Turkmenistan’s treaty obligations.
Thanking you in advance for your attention to this matter, we look forward to hearing from your remedial response.

Respectfully,

[signed]

[Your name]

[Your organisation]

CC:
� EMBED PBrush  ���
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